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SILVERCODERS: A NEW METHOLOGICAL
APPROACH BASED ON CODING TO REDUCE THE
DIGITAL DIVIDE

SILVERCODERS BRINGS TOGETHER 6 EUROPEAN COUNTRIES
TO DEVELOP AN INNOVATIVE PROGRAMME THAT AIMS

TO IMPROVE THE DIGITAL SKILLS/LITERACY OF +55 ADULT
LEARNERS BY ENHANCING CODING SKILLS

According to Human Capital and Digital Skills in the Digital Economy and Society Index, 42% of
European citizens lack basic digital skills. 37% of the workforce - farmers, bankers, and factory
workers alike - also lack adequate digital skills, despite the growing need for such skills in all
jobs.

Closing the digital divide is a social issue that needs to be addressed through a series of measu-
re to raise awareness of the importance of the e-literacy for employability, competitiveness and
participation in society.

There is no doubt that society is facing additional vulnerabilities at this time: the COVID-19
outbreak has not only threatened our lives, it has also affected social networks, access to

services, jobs and our well-being. In addition, the overwhelming global crisis has demonstra-
ted the urgent need to rethink education and invest in the workforce.

Currently, more than 90% of professional occupations require digital skills, including program-
ming, while there is also a shortage of qualified staff.

Within this frame of reference, Silvercoders project responds to the call for action to boost su-
stainable economic growth through the development of human capital development, by providing
groups that are typically less confident in their digital skills, such as adults over 55, with the
necessary expertise to adapt their functions to the digital and online world.

OUR APPROACH IS BASED ON CODING, WHICH IS TREATED AS A METHODO-
LOGY THAT CAN HELP TO IMPROVE PROBLEM SOLVING, TEAMWORK AND
ANALYTICAL THINKING, AS WELL AS ENHANCE CREATIVITY, TEACH PEO-
PLE TO COOPERATE ACROSS PHYSICAL AND GEOGRAPHICAL BOUNDARIES
AND TO COMMUNICATE IN A UNIVERSAL LANGUAGE (DG CONNECT, 2020).
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Silvercoders project brings together a strategic partnership of 6 organisations
from 6 Erasmus+ countries namely Sweden, Portugal, Romania, Italy, Spain
and Greece to promote the development of digital skills among older adults,
and support this age group, (one of the most affected) with a set of tools to
make it more adaptable, resilient, and capable of surviving and thriving in the
current situation and also in possible future challenges.

The partnership will work together to produce:

+ A methodological learning framework for building coding skills in adults over
55, based on a “low entry high ceiling approach”, with low knowledge requi-
rements at the beginning and more complex problem-solving challenges for
more advanced learners.

« A proof-of-concept pilot test for building coding skills in adults over 55;

« Instructional support content in the form of best practice videos, video-lectu-
res and user guides that will facilitate the integration of the proposed metho-
dologies into existing adult training organisations.

NOTES TO EDITOR:
The Silvercoders project is being implemented by a consortium and coordina-
ted by Folkuniversitetet (Sweden) and Virtual Campus (Portugal), The Universi-
ty of Thessaly (Greece) IREA (Romania), Media Creativa (Spain), Anziani e non
solo (Italy).

For more information about the consortium, please visit:
https://silvercoders.eu/partnership/

Project leaflet is available in English, Swedish, Portuguese, Spanish, Romanian,
Greek and Italian: https://silvercoders.eu/downloads/

Backgound:

For adults, studies have shown a positive transfer of coding and programming
skills to situations that required creative thinking, mathematical skills, and
metacognition, followed by spatial skills and reasoning. The development of
digital skills for older adults has shown to be a clear way to keep the mind
active and maintain cognitive skills in the form of creativity, attention, working
memory and language processing.This has enormous benefits in a world whe-
re adults need to master financial abilities, personal and social skills, etc.
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